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Congress Committee. Now the only change made by the All-
India Congress Committee is that instead of itself fixing the time
for re-embarking upon individual civil disobedience it throws the
responsibility on the provincial Congress committees. What these
committees will do I do not know. I have myself advised, as you will
observe, against immediately re-embarking upon individual civil
disobedience but if a province considers that its atmosphere is not
in any shape or form affected by the Chauri Chaura tragedy so
that there is no danger whatsoever of violence breaking out, and
further if a province finds that it can comply with all the conditions
whose fulfilment is required by the Congress, that province will
certainly have the right of re-embarking upon individual civil dis-
obedience. The All-India Congress Committee therefore has not
passed any judgment as to whether the interval is enough or
whether there should be a long delay. Each Province is called
upon to judge for itself, and seeing that provinces were jealous of
their rights and resented even suspicion about their ability to ma-
nage their own affairs in the matter of civil disobedience the All-
India Congress Committee could not possibly resist the demand for
the restoration of provincial autonomy.
But how is it that even after receiving the third warning from God you have
so soon granted the provincial autonomy which at least in the case of U.P. was
not exercised properly?
The third warning now deters me from immediately embarking
upon mass civil disobedience, I would think 50 times before em-
barking upon mass civil disobedience. The deprivation of pro-
vincial autonomy was intended only to be temporary and was
resorted to in order to gain control over the organizations and to
test the measure of responsiveness, and, the fact that the provinces
have responded in the noble manner they have done put the
All-India Congress Committee upon its honour. It would have been
resented by the provinces if autonomy was not restored, nor is it
possible to say that the Chauri Chaura tragedy would not have
occurred if there were no provincial autonomy. Whilst from the
Congress standpoint condemnation of the acts of the mob can
be regarded as too severe, from the public point of view, I can
safely say that blame can at least be evenly distributed between
the Congress organizations and the Government. What I mean is
that the Government by deliberately withdrawing the leaders known
for their belief in non-violence and for their ability to manage
Congress affairs put undue strain upon the masses, surely, judged
by the ordinary standard. It is not a matter for surprise that such